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Wesley Tongson

1957-2012, Hong Kong

1972 Diagnosed with schizophrenia at the age of 15
1974 Commenced to formally paint
1977 Moved to Toronto, Canada; Studied Western painting at the Ontario College of Art, and
Chinese brush painting with Madame Gu Qingyao (1896-1978)
1981 Returned to Hong Kong; Studied painting with Harold Wong (b. 1943) and Liu Kuo-Sung (b. 1932)
1985 Held his first solo exhibition at the Hong Kong City Hall
2001 Started experimentation with finger painting
2009 Ceased using brushes and worked primarily with fingers and nails
2012 Passed Away

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2026 “Singing and Dancing with Brush and Ink: The Art of Wesley Tongson”,
Asia Society Hong Kong (forthcoming)
“Wesley Tongson: Whispers of Myriad Valleys”, gdm, Taipei

2023 Art Basel Hong Kong, Kabinett Sector, “Wesley Tongson”, presented by gdm, Hong Kong
2022 “Spiritual Mountains: The Art of Wesley Tongson”,
Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, USA
2020 “Mountain Taoist”, University Museum and Art Gallery, University of Hong Kong
“Wesley Tongson”, gdm, Hong Kong
2019 “Wesley Tongson: The Journey”, Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco, USA
2017 “Wesley's Heaven”, D3E Art, Hong Kong
“Breakthrough: by Wesley Tongson’s Rules”, Ink Asia, Hong Kong
2016 “The House of Ka-Wesley Tongson (Tong Ka Wai)”, Ink Asia, Hong Kong
“Wesley Tongson: Solo Exhibition in Beijing”, Pékin Fine Arts, Beijing, China
2014 “Ink Explorations: A Wesley Tongson Retrospective”, Hong Kong Arts Centre, Hong Kong
1995 “Wesley Tongson - 10th Anniversary Exhibition”, Hong Kong City Hall, Hong Kong

Godfrey Far Eastern Art, London, UK
Hong Kong American Club, Hong Kong
Mandarin Oriental Fine Arts, Hong Kong

1994 “The Vibrant Land”, Artpreciation Gallery, Hong Kong
1993 “Mountains of Heaven - Modern Chinese Paintings by Tong Ka Wai”,
USC Pacific Asia Museum, California, USA
1992 “Mountains of Heaven - Modern Chinese Paintings by Wesley Tongson”,
Hong Kong Arts Centre, Hong Kong
1991 “Dancing Colors - Paintings by Wesley Tongson”, Hong Kong Arts Centre, Hong Kong
1990 “Wesley Tongson Solo Exhibition” Ngau Chi Wan Civic Centre, Hong Kong
1989 “The Exhibition of Wesley Tongson”, Hanart TZ Gallery, Hong Kong
1988 Hong Kong Arts Centre, Hong Kong
1986 “Wesley Tongson”, gdm, Hong Kong
1985 Hong Kong City Hall, Hong Kong
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Selected Group Exhibitions

2024-2025 “Shanshui: Echoes and Signals”, M+ Museum of Visual Culture, Hong Kong

2024 “Themes and Variations”, Alisan Fine Arts-New York Gallery, New York, USA
“Into View: New Voices, New Stories”, Asian Art Museum San Francisco, USA
Momentous Mountains, University Museum and Art Gallery, University of Hong Kong

2023 2023 Hengshan Calligraphy Biennial, Taoyuan

2022 “Ink - A Witness to Millenia”, gdm, Hong Kong

2020 “Quintessence”, gdm, Hong Kong

2019 Ink Asia, presented by gdm, Hong Kong
Group Exhibition in the Chinese Gallery, USC Pacific Asia Museum, California, USA

2017 “Lui Shou Kwan & Wesley Tongson”, Fine Art Asia, Hong Kong

2016 “Joint Exhibition of Lui Shou Kwan and Wesley Tongson”, D3E Art, Hong Kong
“Beyond: New Abstract Art from China”, Living Octave Sangha Gallery, Suzhou, China

2015 Hong Kong Arts Centre Fundraiser Preview, Hong Kong Arts Centre, Hong Kong
“2015 Asia Art Archive Fundraiser Preview”, The Space, Hong Kong

1995 “Art Asia”, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, Hong Kong

1994 “New Trends — Art Hong Kong”, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, Hong Kong

1988 “Modern Chinese Paintings by Five Artists,” Hong Kong City Hall, Hong Kong

1987 Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition, Hong Kong City Hall, Hong Kong

Award
2019 Visionary Artist Award, Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco, USA

Special Event

2019 Book Launch and Curator Talk - “Wesley Tongson: The Journey”, Asia Society, Hong Kong

Selected Collections

Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, USA

Asian Art Museum, USA

USC Pacific Asia Museum, USA

M+ Museum for Visual Culture, Hong Kong

Hong Kong Heritage Museum, Hong Kong

Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong Kong

University Museum and Art Gallery, University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong Art School, Hong Kong

Morgan Stanley Asia Limited, Hong Kong

First Eastern Investment Group, Hong Kong and Shanghai, China
Four Seasons Hotel, Hong Kong

Conrad Hotel, Hong Kong and Tokyo, Japan

Vancouver Art Gallery, Canada
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