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Guanyu Xu

Born 1993, Beijing, China
Lives in Chicago, USA

2013 Graduated from Beijing Film Academy
2016 BA, Fine Art, School of the Art Institute of Chicago
2019 MA, Fine Art, School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2026 “I dreamt of this and there will be more”, re.riddle, San Francisco, USA
2025 “Resident Aliens”, Yancey Richardson Gallery, New York, USA

2024 Biennale Images Vevey, “Resident Aliens”, Switzerland

2023 “Duration of Stay”, gdm, Hong Kong

“Temporariness as Formation”, Weitman Gallery, Washington University, St. Louis, USA
“Resident Aliens”, IS A GALLERY, Shanghai, China
2022 “to be seen”, Chinese American Museum of Chicago, Chicago, USA
“Suspended Status”, Light Work, Syracuse University, New York, USA
“Temporarily Censored Home”, Fotografia Europea, Chiostri di San Pietro, Reggio Emilia, Italy

2021 “Suspended Status”, Jimei x Arles International Photo Festival, Xiamen, China

“Suspended Status”, villa Noailles, Hyeres, France
2020 “Temporarily Censored Home”, Yancey Richardson Gallery, New York, USA

“Temporarily Censored Home”, Mansfield Freeman Center, Wesleyan University, Middletown, USA
2019 “Parallel Rooms”, Philadelphia Photo Arts Center, Philadelphia, USA

“Parallel Journeys”, SITE Galleries, Chicago, USA

Selected Group Exhibitions

2026 “Beneath the City, a World”, The Luminary, St. Louis, USA
2025-2026 “Inventory: Of Things and Images”, Museum Schiefes Haus, Wernigerode, Germany
“Funny Business: Photography and Humor”, Phoenix Art Museum, Phoenix, USA
“City in a Garden: Queer Art and Activism in Chicago”, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, USA
2025 “Photos on Fridges”, Harkawik, New York, USA
Swatch Art Peace Hotel Artists Group Exhibition, “A Swatch Art Playground”, Westbund Art &
Design, Shanghai
“All Directions”, FENIX Museum of Migration, Rotterdam, Netherlands
“Visual Kinship”, Hood Museum of Art, Hanover, New Hampshire, USA
“Queer Lens: A History of Photography”, J. Paul Getty Museum at the Getty Center,
Los Angeles, USA
“Picture Party: Celebrating the Collection at 50”, Center for Creative Photography, The University of
Arizona, Arizona, USA
“my hands are monsters who believe in magic”, Armory Center for the Arts, Pasadena, USA
2024 “Sharp Cuts: Queer Collage”, CLAMP, New York, USA
“Nurturing Nodes in the Nook of an Odd Sock”, Art Gallery Miyauchi, Hiroshima, Japan
“I'm not alien, I'm discontent”, Hessel Museum of Art, New York, USA
“ICP at 50: From the Collection, 1845-2019”, International Center of Photography, New York, USA
“Dream Time”, UCCA Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing, China
2023 “HHO@OMMEE”, CHAXARTXRTM, Rotterdam, Netherlands
“Shouldn’t You Be Working? 100 Years of Working from Home”, Broad Art Museum, Michigan State
University, East Lansing, USA
“Sea Change: Photographs from the Collection”, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, USA
“RAW Photo Triennale”, Worpswede, Germany
Group Exhibition, Broad Art Museum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, USA
2022 “Through the Looking Glass”, Yancey Richardson Gallery, New York City, USA
“Beyond the Frame”, Museum of Contemporary Photography, Columbia College, Chicago, USA
“Shape the Future”, Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai, China
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“Retrograde”, gdm, Hong Kong
“A Trillion Sunsets: A Century of Image Overload”, International Center of Photography,
New York, USA
“Floating Museum: A Lion for Every House”, Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, USA
“The Intimate Revolt”, Goethe Institut, Beijing, China
“Healing in the Heart of Storm”, Cang Art Museum, Hangzhou, China
“Indoor Weather”, Cao Chang Di International Art Village, Beijing, China
“Renew - A Recent Survey in Chinese Contemporary Photography”, Eli Klein Gallery,
New York, USA
“China Showcase”, Photo London, Somerset House, London, UK
2021 “The World Beyond the World”, Rongyi Art Museum, Shanghai, China
“Vision 20/20”, White Columns, New York, USA, Online
“Between”, Madison Museum of Contemporary Art, Madison, USA
“Trust”, {/stop Festival, Spinnerei, Leipzig, Germany
Foam Talent Traveling Exhibition, Fotografiemuseum, Amsterdam, Netherlands
2020 Inaugural Installations: Kinder Building, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, USA
“New Photography: Create, Collect, Compile”, New Orleans Museum of Art, New Orleans, USA
“The Long Dream”, Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, USA
“SITUATIONS/The Right to Look”, Fotomuseum Winterthur, Winterthur, Switzerland
“Misfit: Collage and Queer Practice”, National Art School, Sydney, Australia
Foam Talent Traveling Exhibition, KithlhausBerlin, Berlin, Germany

2019 “Monitoring”, 36th Kassel Documentary Film and Video Festival, Kassel, Germany
Athens Photo Festival, Benaki Museum, Athens, Greece

2018 Fotofilmic Traveling Exhibition, Burrard Arts Foundation, Vancouver BC, Canada

2017 “Gendered”, Mint Museum, Charlotte, USA

2016 “Photography Is Magic”, Aperture Foundation, New York City, USA

Selected Commissions

2023 “Shouldn’t You Be Working? 100 Years of Working from Home”, Broad Art Museum, Michigan State
University, East Lansing, USA
“Modern Utopias”, Vogue Italia

2022 “Floating Museum: A Lion for Every House”, Art Institute of Chicago, USA

Selected Awards and Residencies

2026 Minois Arts Council Creative Projects Grant, Chicago, USA
2025 Swatch Art Peace Hotel Artist Residency, Shanghai, China
2023 Pioneer Works Residency, New York, USA
China Photography Annual Top Ten List, Lishui Photography Museum
2022 LATITUDE Residency, Chicago, USA
Chicago DCASE Artist Grant, Chicago, USA
2021 CENTER Project Development Grant, Santa Fe, USA
Light Work Residency, New York, USA
2020 Grand Prize, 35" Hyeres International Festival, Villa Noailles Hyeres, France
Exposure Award, PHOTOFAIRS Shanghai
2019 KODAK Film Photo Award, KODAK

Annual Competition Winner, Philadelphia Photo Arts Center
ACRE Residency and Scholarship, Chicago, USA
LensCulture Emerging Talent Award, LensCulture

2018 James Weinstein Memorial Fellowship, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, USA
FOTOFILMIC17 27 Place Award, FOTOFILMIC

2016 LENSCRATCH Student Prize, LENSCRATCH

2015 Fred Endsley Memorial Fellowship, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, USA

Selected Collections

Asian Art Museum of San Fransico, USA
Broad Art Museum, Michigan State University, USA
Cantor Arts Center, Stanford University, USA
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Center for Creative Photography, University of Arizona, USA
FENIX Museum of Migration, Netherlands

The Fidelity Art Collection, USA

The Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University, USA
Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, Vassar College, USA
Harvard Art Museums, USA

Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth College, USA
International Center of Photography, USA

J. Paul Getty Museum, USA

Joan Flasch Artists’ Book Collection, USA

JPMorgan Chase Art Collection, USA

Syracuse University, USA

Madison Museum of Contemporary Art, USA
Museum of Contemporary Photography, Columbia College, USA
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, USA

New Orleans Museum of Art, USA

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, USA

School of the Art Institute of Chicago, USA

Sunpride Foundation, Hong Kong

Swatch Art Peace Hotel Collection, China

The Ryerson and Burnham Libraries, USA

Vontobel Collection, Switzerland
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