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“Two ways
To prove whether you are a robot
Feel your chin
Isit still there
Think about
Why you touch
Your chin
These two methods
Arenot to prove
Whether you are a robot or not
But to prove
Whether you still have a soul
Even if you are a robot”

Excerpt from Yam Gong's
“Lucky Encounter with a Robot”
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gdm Hong Kong is pleased to present “Kongkee: Future Jataka”, the artist’s debut exhibition at the gallery, featuring
Kongkee’s new bodies of work, including LED animations, lenticular lightbox, neon installation, and mixed-media
paintings. Through a rich tapestry of mediums, Kongkee opens up a dialogue set in an imagined future where artificial
intelligence, spirituality, and humanity collide, inviting the audience to contemplate how enlightenment and humanity
manifest amidst the ever-changing digital era.

Inspired by the Jataka Tales of the Buddha’s past lives, Kongkee envisions a future where religious and spiritual figures are
reincarnated in a technologically advanced future filled with flickering screens and winding cables. In this world, spiritual
figures take on new incarnations—a buddha observes the world through the lens of a video recorder, a binge-watching
buddha is engrossed in consuming digital content, a mechanized Virgin Mary carries a robotic child in her womb. The artist
poses thought-provoking questions—What if religious figures were reborn in the future? How would they make sense of
our world? How would they attain enlightenment? How might they guide humanity?

Drawing inspiration from Dunhuang murals and cathedral-stained glass, Kongkee skilfully combines elements of popular
culture with historical and religious motifs in his paintings. The shimmering quality of the canvases is a result of using
specially treated galvanized iron—a material once a staple in Hong Kong’s manufacturing industry in the 1960s and 70s.
Known for its endurance against corrosion and scratches, galvanized iron permeated the city, taking forms of everyday
objects, such as mail boxes, metal gates, and food stall tables. As the works glimmer under the light, they reflect a
sentimental image of Hong Kong—like the material itself, glistening, unwavering, and full of energy.

Rendered in a vibrant palette of greens, yellows, and magenta, Kongkee’s lenticular lightbox works and LED animation
further elaborate on his rendition of a cyberpunk Hong Kong cityscape. Furthermore, the vivid colors in Kongkee’s creative
output also represents desires in Buddhist ideology. All phenomena, and suffering, the Buddha once said, are rooted in
desire. Kongkee believes that true enlightenment is achieved only if one can find clarity and “self” amidst a world brimming
with the strongest desires.

Image caption: Dew & Lightning, 2025, Mixed Media on Galvanized Iron Canvas, 107 x 107 x 2.5 cm
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“Future Jataka” extends the universe of Kongkee’s acclaimed animated film “Dragon’s Delusion.” The story follows Qu Yuan,
a great thinker, philosopher, strategist, Sharman, musician and politician born in the state of Chu during the Warring States
period. Qu Yuan drowned himself in the Miluo River, having been in despair over the tumultuous times in which he lived.
Kongkee imagines the reincarnation of Qu Yuan 2,000 years after his death into a cyberpunk future, where Qu Yuan’s
memories and soul have been reborn into the body of protagonist Joe, a genderfluid android rockstar. After surviving an
assassination attempt, emperor Qin Shi Huang heals his wounds with a cassette tape, rewinding his scars and returns to the
contemporary era. In “Dragon’s Delusion,” boundaries of life and death, beginning and end are blurred. Characters in this
world are unable to sustain their bodily vessels, resulting in the desire for immortality by merging their bodies with
androids. Qu Yuan sacrifices his life, while Qin Shi Huang yearns for immortality. Humans lose their souls, while androids
yearn for one. This interplay resonates with an iconic quote from “Dragon’s Delusion”—*“Give up your soul, and you will
be free of pain.”

In his new works, Kongkee articulates familiar tropes of Hong Kong’s visual culture, such as Cantopop icon Leslie Cheung,
dressed in an androgynous outfit, dancing across a stage with the reflection of Daimaru department store, a vanished
Causeway Bay landmark. Other elements and symbols from Hong Kong include the ding ding trams, Kodak camera films,
cassette tapes, narrow overpasses, acroplanes landing over Kai Tak, the HSBC lions, and cheongsams worn by Maggie
Cheung in Wong Kar-wai’s In the Mood for Love. The site-specific neon installation “Darkness” illuminates the gallery
space. Kongkee notes, “Even there is no light inside your head, you know what it looks like.”

In “Future Jataka”, Kongkee reveals the anxieties and desires stemming from a technology-driven age. Through projecting
contemporary anxieties into a speculative future, the artist invites us to reevaluate the role of technology in this tumultuous
age. Can technology facilitate artificial intelligence’s enlightenment, or do we instil spirituality onto these machines? Might
we be inspired through our interactions with machines and androids? Might we learn more about ourselves, and our
present?

Kongkee’s forthcoming projects include: WestK Shanghai Week in June 2025 featuring video installation “You Can
Never Step in the Same River Twice”; the 18t Istanbul Biennial featuring site-specific neon installation and lenticular
lightbox works; and solo exhibition “Kongkee: Dragon’s Delusion” at the 215t Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa, Japan in October 2025.

Kongkee’s collaboration with local musicians and band “Fan
Hung A” will be featured at a special speakeasy “Corsican
Stars” from June to August 2025. Corsican Stars is a vinyl-
themed bar located in Causeway Bay, where entry is only
permitted with a special token. Guests will be taken on an
immersive journey with Kongkee’s animation created for Fan
Hung A’s hit song “Today, It’s All Normal” and tailor-made
cocktails by Corsican Stars’ award-winning mixologists for a
very special experience. ‘Today, It's All Normal' captures a
fragment of a spaceship's cosmic voyage between a long-
present robot and a newly-arrived warrior passenger. They
slowly grow closer, sharing music and sleeping beside each
other. After weathering several vast battles, the warrior
finally dissolves like a fading melody. The silent robot,
donning the vintage earphones they once shared while
listening to music together, continues its solitary journey
through space.

Image caption:

Destination: Moon, 2025

Lenticular, Lightbox, 92 x 65.5 x 5.5 cm
Edition of 3 + 2 AP
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About the Artist - Kongkee ;TR

Kongkee (b. 1977, Malaysia), a.k.a. KONG Khong-chang, was born in Malaysia and grew up in Hong Kong. He graduated
from the Fine Arts Department of the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2000, and completed his master’s degree at the
School of Creative Media, City University of Hong Kong in 2005. Focusing on the work of visual arts and animation
directing, he is also committed to promoting cross-sector collaboration, such as independent publishing and video arts.

In 2003, Kongkee established the publishing organization “29s” with a number of Hong Kong creatives to promote artist-led
publishing and production. In 2006, he served as one of the art directors of the literary magazine “Fleurs des Lettres” during
its founding period. Kongkee’s publications include “Travel to Hong Kong with Blur,” in collaboration with English rock
band BLUR in 2015. Kongkee started developing the comic series “Mi Luo Virtual” in 2013, which was later animated and
transformed into a short film “Dragon’s Delusion: Preface” that won the grand prize of the 22nd DigiCon6 from the Japan
TBS channel. This animation work was extended to an experimental music live performance at Hong Kong West Kowloon
Cultural District in 2023.

In 2021, his interactive video installation “Flower in The Mirror” was commissioned by M+ Museum. In 2022, his major solo
exhibition “Kongkee: Warring States Cyberpunk” debuted at the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, toured to
Wrightwood 659 Museum in Chicago, and Tai Kwun in Hong Kong. In 2024, Kongkee was awarded as the honoree of the
Asia Game Changer West Awards by Asia Society, US.

Artist website: www.penguinlab.net

About the Gallery — gdm &

gdm is a Hong Kong-based art gallery founded by Fred Scholle in 1974. Originally opened as Galerie du Monde, gdm
represents more than twenty artists, nurturing a diverse roster of artists at all stages of their creative practices with a global
perspective. The gallery has been acclaimed for its ground-breaking work in championing artists of postwar and
contemporary movements such as Hong Kong’s Circle Art Group, and Taiwan’s Fifth Moon.

gdm Projects launched in 2008 which transformed the gallery with a new emphasis on contemporary art and dedication to
supporting emerging and underrepresented diaspora artists engaging with cultural identity and conceptual practices.

To celebrate 50 years (1974-2024), gdm opened a new space in Taipei in 2024. With its opening, gdm Taipei will launch
“Siong Tshinn,” a special program that focuses on spotlighting emerging local talent, providing a platform for young,
unrepresented Taiwanese artists to showcase their works. Through “Siong Tshinn,” gdm hopes to plant meaningful and

lasting roots in the local art community.

Opening hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00 - 19:00
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