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TSANG Kin-Wah: T REEO GO D EVIL

19 March to 24 May 2025
Opening Reception: 19 March 2025, Wednesday, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Venue: gdm (Galerie du Monde), 108 Ruttonjee Centre, 11 Duddell St, Central, Hong Kong

gdm Hong Kong is pleased to present “TSANG Kin-Wah: T REEO GO D EVIL”, the artist’s debut
exhibition at the gallery, on view from 19 March to 24 May 2025. The exhibition features Tsang’s new
bodies of work, which encompass videos and site-specific text installations. Tsang draws upon
philosophy, religion, politics, allegorical tale and non-fictional materials to create an immersive experience
that probes at the fragile core of morality and examines humanity’s brutality, especially as manifested
during chaotic and wartime periods.

The gallery space is transformed to imitate the Garden
of Eden, the site of Golgotha, and the scene depicted in
Francisco Goya's haunting “Disasters of War” print
series, Grande hazafial Con muertos! (A Heroic Feat!
With Dead Men!). On a constructed sloped hill, two
black and white videos of humans burning and
crawling serve as “fragments” or “limbs and skulls” on
the Golgotha—vivid evidence of the brutality and
evilness of humanity.

Francisco Goya (1746-1828), Grande hazafia! Con muertos!,
Plate 39 from Los desastres de la guerra, 1863

Etching, lavis and drypoint, 15.5 = 20.5 cm

Image courtesy: Yale University Art Gallery

The title of the exhibition, “T REEO GO D EVIL
invokes the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. The
central column in the gallery space, as well as the
ceiling, is fully covered in text—a thematic adaptation
of the story of Adam and Eve, the root of sin, a pivotal
moment of moral awakening. Echoing Schopenhauer’s
philosophy of will and desire—the will fills human with
an infinite striving and an endless desiring, to which
there is no end.

“T REE” could also be evolved into “THREE”, which
points to the three doorways in the gallery space that
hold symbolic significance. The two accessible
doorways can be seen as representing the two criminals
or sinners crucified alongside Jesus at Golgotha, while
the third, inaccessible doorway cloaked in a slightly
blurred mirror reflects the unreachable and the illusory
‘world or idea'—symbolizing the god, the supernatural,
or the unattainable. On another level, these three
doorways also represent the subject (1, the viewer,
entrance), the object (the Others), and the god or higher
power.

Burnt text on wall by Tsang Kin-Wah, 2025 (detail)
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Tsang explores good and evil not as two absolute opposites but rather as intertwining and coexisting
forces that are not easily distinguished. This blurring of opposites extends to the concepts of God and the
Devil, as exemplified by depictions of God's cruelty in the Old Testament, aligning with Nietzsche's call to
revalue all established moral and religious values.

-

Video footage of ‘burning man’ and ‘flying books’ by Tsang Kin-Wah, 2025 (detail)
“GOD EVIL /GO DEVIL / GODEVIL / GOOD EVIL / GOOD & EVIL”

The distorted text “EVIL” in the exhibition title and installed at the gallery entrance, suggests the presence
of death and the vulnerability of life. Furthermore, it refers to the elasticity of concepts such as God, good,
and evil—which are vehicles of authority. Through the manipulation of arrangement and display of texts,
overlapping territories and intertwined histories are revealed in Tsang’s language-game.
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Artist’s mind map, Tsang Kin-Wah, 2025
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About the Artist - TSANG Kin-Wah ¥z

TSANG Kin-Wah (b.1976, Shantou, China) migrated to Hong Kong at age six. After completing an
undergraduate degree in fine art at the Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2000, he moved to London in 2002
and received a master’s degree in book arts at the Camberwell College of Arts, London Institute (now the
University of the Arts London) in 2003. Tsang lives in Hong Kong.

In his early works, Tsang combined texts in decorative patterns to create wallpaper that covers the walls,
floors, and ceilings of their designated exhibition spaces. On closer inspection, seemingly elegant floral patterns
reveal themselves as profane writings by both the artist and other authors. In doing so, Tsang brings to the fore
contradictions between image and text, appearance and content. Such interplays continue to be important in
Tsang’s transition from static wall-based art to multimedia video installations. Created after 2009, the latter
type of works often creates an immersive environment through digitally rendered, dynamic text and image
projections. Their subjects range widely from identity, politics and cultural conflicts to current and historical
events.

His works can be found in key collections and museums, including Asian Art Museum (San Francisco),
M+ Museum of Visual Culture (Hong Kong), Mori Art Museum (Tokyo), the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum (New York), and MAXXI, the National Museum of 21st Century Arts (Rome). Tsang represented
Hong Kong at the 56 Venice Biennale in 2015.

Artist website: http://www.tsangkinwah.com/

About the Gallery — gdm j#&&

gdm is a Hong Kong-based art gallery founded by Fred Scholle in 1974. Originally opened as Galerie du Monde,
gdm represents more than twenty artists, nurturing a diverse roster of artists at all stages of their creative
practices with a global perspective. The gallery has been acclaimed for its ground-breaking work in
championing artists of postwar and contemporary movements such as Hong Kong’s Circle Art Group, and
Taiwan’s Fifth Moon.

gdm Projects launched in 2008 which transformed the gallery with a new emphasis on contemporary art and
dedication to supporting emerging and underrepresented diaspora artists engaging with cultural identity and
conceptual practices.

To celebrate 50 years (1974-2024), gdm opened a new space in Taipei in 2024. With its opening, gdm Taipei
will launch “Sidng Tshinn,” a special program that focuses on spotlighting emerging local talent, providing a
platform for young, unrepresented Taiwanese artists to showcase their works. Through “Siong Tshinn,” gdm

hopes to plant meaningful and lasting roots in the local art community.

Opening hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00 - 19:00
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