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Wu Chi-Tsung Solo Exhibition — Exposé
Curated by Ying Kwok

Exhibition Period: 25 March — 13 June 2021

Press Preview: Wednesday, 24 March, from 11am to 8pm (open house)

Opening Reception: Wednesday, 24 March, from 6pm to 8pm

Venue: Galerie du Monde, 108 Ruttonjee Centre, 11 Duddell Street, Central, Hong Kong

Conversation with artist Wu Chi-Tsung and curator Ying Kwok:
Date: Wednesday, 31 March, from 8pm to 9pm (HKT)
Zoom ID: 252 505 2929 / Passcode: GDM0331

Cyano-Collage 094 (2021)

Cyanotype, Xuan Paper, Acrylic Gel, Acrylic
6-part work, 225 x 540 cm

Courtesy of the artist and Galerie du Monde

HONG KONG - Galerie du Monde is pleased to present a solo exhibition by Wu Chi-Tsung: Exposé,
curated by Hong Kong based Ying Kwok. Wu's work explores light and time, and ways to recreate
traditional art forms and aesthetics without losing the spirit. In Exposé, curator Kwok leads us on a
journey to discover the correlation between Wu’s Cyano-Collage series and these concepts.

Born in Taipei in 1981, Wu received his BFA in 2004 from the Taipei National University of the Arts,
where his training from an early age in the practices of Chinese calligraphy, ink painting, watercolor and
drawing were furthered. After decades of creating experimental ink paintings, Wu turned to
photography, video and installations to apply his aesthetics in classical landscapes.

Wu created his first Cyano-Collage in 2015, a further development of the earlier Wrinkled Texture
series which he started in 2012. Both series explore the process of “recording light” on Xuan paper
(Chinese rice paper). From Wrinkled Texture to Cyano-Collage, Wu showed he could somehow
manipulate the unpredictable, creating beautiful illustrations of the relationship between man and nature.

Wu began the Wrinkled Texture series with the intention to reinterpret the traditional Texturing method
(Cun Fa) of Chinese landscape painting. Instead of using ink and brush, Wu utilizes a classical
photographic technique — Cyanotype, to treat his Textures. Wu first soaks the Xuan paper with a



photosensitive solution, and then exposes them to sunlight for 30
minutes, while at the same time crumbling and shaping the paper
into various forms and wrinkles. This exposure process is random
and uncontrollable as the light intensity and the sun’s angle is
different every day, at every hour.

The paper is then flattened and washed in a water tank in the
studio for an hour to fixate the exposed textures. This is the most
intriguing part of the entire process, as it is the moment when Wu
sees the outcome — the different textures and possibilities. The
treated paper becomes a record of time, light, and human gestures
that is marked with folds and different shades of blue.

Wrinkled Texture 097 (2021)

Unique Cyanotype on Xuan Paper

Image: 90.4 x 46.3 cm / Scroll: 208 x 52 cm
Courtesy of the artist and Galerie du Monde

One out of dozens of treated Xuan paper is selected by the artist. At the beginning, Wu was
focused on creating a dialogue with traditional Chinese landscapes. Thus, in that period, Wu
selected images that remind him of classical landscape paintings by Chinese masters. Gradually,
Wu developed other references — real life landscapes, nature, or abstract paintings. It could be
anything. As Wu'’s practice evolves, his imagination of this series of works transforms.

Rather than limiting himself to a single sheet of Xuan paper and uncontrollable compositions, Wu
discovered a new way to create his imaginary scenery on a higger scale through experimental
collages. Each Cyano-Collage is composed of many pieces of Xuan paper, individually pasted onto
the canvas by Wu, and then sealing each layer with acrylic gel before adding a new one.
Sometimes, Wu adds plain white Xuan paper to create depth or to erase part of an image, leaving
large areas of blank space in order for the subject to leap from the painting — this is one of the most
important techniques in traditional Chinese painting, termed “Liu Bai”. Wu then finishes the painting
with a UV-protection varnish for long-term preservation.

Xuan paper, also known as Chinese rice paper, is a very uniqgue medium. Compared to drawing
paper or watercolor paper, Xuan paper is much thinner, more absorbent and versatile. Hence, the
artist could make lots of textures through repeated crumbling. Over the past decade, Wu has
studied and experimented with several dozen types of rice paper, from different origins, with varied
thickness, textures, and paper making process. Wu has saved all these testing papers in his studio,
and he revisits them from time to time to “read” them again and find new inspirations. A selection of
these raw materials will be presented to the public for the first time in Exposeé.

Exposé, the second solo exhibition of Wu Chi-Tsung at Galerie du Monde, unveils the complicated
and unpredictable process behind his Cyano-Collage through an immersive viewing experience.

Whether it is a painting, an installation or a video, there is always a transparent aspect in Wu’s work.

It is this honesty that is so inviting, allowing for such powerful bodies of work to be fully experienced
by the audience. Wu'’s practice also inspires us to carry on traditions and recreate new readings of
classical techniques and aesthetics. Ancient or contemporary, they shall continue to cross-pollinate
and together grow into a new realm.

The artist is based in Taipei and could not travel to Hong Kong due to COVID restrictions.
The curator will be present at the preview and opening (from 4pm to 8pm). Interviews with
the artist and curator are welcome and can be arranged.
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About the artist — Wu Chi-Tsung (b. 1981)

Wu Chi-Tsung is a multi-disciplinary artist whose work seamlessly weaves
Western and Chinese arts both on a technical and philosophical level. He
received his BFA in 2004 from the Taipei National University of the Arts. After
decades of creating experimental ink paintings, Wu turned to photography,
video and installations, finding in these new media compelling conceptual
stratagems that spurred new and dynamic approaches to making images. Wu
has won numerous awards, and one notable one is the Liu Kuo-Sung Ink Art
Award in 2019. His works are in public collections at the Asian Art Museum
(USA), M+ Museum (Hong Kong), and UCCA Center for Contemporary Art
(China), to name a few. Wu currently lives and works in Taipei, with working
studios in Berlin and Ho Chi Minh City.

About the curator — Ying Kwok

0 Ying Kwok is an independent curator based in Hong Kong. She works
with a diverse range of art and cultural institutions locally and
internationally, from artist’s initiatives, art festivals, to public museums
and the commercial sector. Kwok is the festival director of Peer to Peer:
UK/HK online festival, curator for Contagious Cities: Far Away, Too

: @ Close for Tai Kwun Contemporary and Wellcome Trust, and guest

curator at M+ Museum for Samson Young: Songs for Disaster Relief as the Hong Kong
presentation at the 57" Venice Biennale. Kwok also founded the Art Appraisal Club and bilingual
journal Art Review Hong Kong to develop critical thinking in local art discourses in Hong Kong. In
2014, Kwok was awarded the Asian Cultural Council Fellowship, and an international fellow in the
Clore Leadership Programme 2018/19.

About Galerie du Monde

Founded in Hong Kong in 1974, Galerie du Monde has been specializing in modern and
contemporary works by internationally established Chinese artists for 47 years. The gallery also
nurtures and promotes emerging talent, presenting a varied program of solo and group exhibitions
with a strong focus on works of art on canvas, paper, sculpture, photography and new media. To
celebrate its 40" anniversary in 2014, Galerie du Monde introduced the GDM Project series to
strengthen the gallery’s support to a wider group of artists from different geographical regions,
providing them the opportunity to exhibit outside of their own areas.

Website: www.galeriedumonde.com
Instagram: @galeriedumonde

Galerie du Monde opens from Monday to Saturday, 10am — 7pm

Media Enquiries

Lisa Dai, Galerie du Monde
Email: lisa@galeriedumonde.com  Phone: +852 2525 0529

Louise Oram, CatchOn (PR)
Email: galeriedumonde@finnpartners.com  Phone: +852 2566 8988
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