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gdm Hong Kong presents the first solo exhibition in Greater China of Tang Chang (1934-1990), curated by art
historian Sheryl Gwee—reframing the Sino-Thai poet and painter’s lively visions of being in the world through
classical philosophy and aesthetics.

Energized by an indomitable desire to create, Tang Chang’s intuitive, idiosyncratic practice transcends any one art
movement or style. Art, for him, was a way of life: a mode of being with others and with nature, a perceptual
sensitivity and curiosity attuned to the kaleidoscopic world around him.

“The stillness of a sage’s mind is a looking glass for heaven and earth, a mirror for the ten thousand things.” — Zhuangzi

Tang Chang was never taught to paint. He was a self-taught visionary who moved fluidly between languages and
cultures—yet never left the city of his birth. Born to a Chinese immigrant family in Bangkok, he translated

the Daodejingand Shitao’s Treatise on Paintinginto Thai, while walking the same alleyways and sun-drenched fields for
decades.

Across Tang Chang’s oeuvre, we find lively portrayals of his world: glimpses of the Chao Phraya River, asemic
configurations evoking abstract mental spaces, fences tangled with banana trees. In the 1980s, in the face of declining
health, he turned to the world with a renewed vigour, producing a torrent of works on paper which depicted his
neighbourhood in calligraphic bursts of color. For too long, these works have been overshadowed by his monumental
abstract canvases of the 1960s, dismissed as derivative post-impressionism or mere “landscapes.”

Drawing on the ancient Daoist metaphor of the mind as a mirror—tranquil, receptive, reflecting heaven, earth, and
the ten thousand things—the exhibition proposes a new interpretative framework: the heart-mind-scape. Here,
“landscape” is not a distant vista to be mastered via realism, nor is it a Eurocentric genre bound to the project of
envisioning empire. Instead, the heart-mind sees the world as a site of embodied belonging; painting as a practice of
spiritual and ethical cultivation, a means of aligning one’s entire being with the rhythms of the cosmos.

Beyond mere eccentricity, Tang Chang’s free play with pictorial elements traces a dynamic mode of presence. His
fingertip, nails,brushes and pens move as one. Writing and painting collapse into each other. The Thai words

for dharma (s35w) and dao () multiply across the page, both naming and embodying the rhythm of life itself. His
works are not just depictions of place butreflection of consciousness—mirror-images of a heart-mind in constant
dialogue with the world.

Organized into four thematic strands—True Forms, Writing the Cosmos, Wilderness Colors, Living Traces—the
exhibition traces how Tang Chang approached existence as aesthetic cultivation. From monochromatic ink studies
that distil riverscapes into calligraphic gesture, to fluorescent fields where verve and vitality bleeds through layered
washes of color and dragged fingerprints, to cosmic compositions where the order of heaven and the order of the
heart become one.

Into the Heart-Mind invites us to see Tang Chang not as a peripheral figure, but as one of Asia’s most radical self-taught
artists—his work leaps across the limits of language, across space and time, traversing worlds to meet us in the here
and now.
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About the artist — Tang Chang
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Tang Chang (1934-1990), also known as Chang Sae-tang (31 uid), was a self-taught Thai-Chinese artist and poet who shattered

the conventions of Thai modernism. Born into Bangkok’s Chinese diaspora, his education was cut short by war, yet this rupture
became the ground for radical independence. Without institutional training, he forged a practice that fused calligraphy,
abstraction, and poetry into a language of defiance and reflection, painting with his body—fingers, hands, and gestures pressed
directly into canvas—to transform ink into rhythm, urgency, and spiritual search. His canvases collapsed the boundary between
writing and painting, while his more than four hundred self-portraits formed an uncompromising archive of selthood probing
solitude, diaspora, and belonging; in his final years, vivid landscapes of his Bangkok neighborhood captured urban transformation
as a mirror of mortality and change.

Beyond innovation, Chang was an activist and mentor who championed young talents across visual art, music, and literature,
insisting that creativity remain free from hierarchy and nationalism. His refusal to conform, embrace of cross-disciplinary
exchange, and insistence on independence marked him as a radical pioneer whose legacy continues to shape Thai art.

International recognition, including landmark exhibitions at the Centre Pompidou and the Smart Museum of Art, has
repositioned him within global narratives of abstraction, and the opening of the Tang Chang Private Museum in Bangkok on 1
May 2026 secures his place as one of the most powerful pioneers of Thai modernism—an artist whose body, ink, landscapes, and
poetry remain urgent, uncompromising, and profoundly global.

About the curator — Sheryl Gwee

Sheryl Gwee is an art historian, writer, and curator from Singapore. From 2024-2025, she was the lead archivist at The Tang
Chang Private Museum, where she developed an inventory project to document over 8,800 of the artist’s works.

About the gallery — gdm

gdm is a Hong Kong-based art gallery founded by Fred Scholle in 1974. Originally opened as Galerie du Monde, gdm represents
more than twenty artists, nurturing a diverse roster of artists at all stages of their creative practices with a global perspective. The
gallery has been acclaimed for its ground-breaking work in championing artists of postwar and contemporary movements such as
Hong Kong’s Circle Art Group, and Taiwan’s Fifth Moon.

gdm Projects launched in 2008 which transformed the gallery with a new emphasis on contemporary art and dedication to
supporting emerging and underrepresented diaspora artists engaging with cultural identity and conceptual practices. Fostering
collaborations with curators and institutions worldwide — gdm operates a dynamic program that encourages imagination and
risk-taking, driven to provide opportunities for artists to amplify their voices within their communities, and across platforms in
the international contemporary art world.

To celebrate 50 years (1974-2024), gdm opened a new space in Taipei in 2024. With its opening, gdm Taipei will launch “Sidong
Tshinn,” a special program that focuses on spotlighting emerging local talent, providing a platform for young, unrepresented
Taiwanese artists to showcase their works. Through “Siéng Tshinn,” gdm hopes to plant meaningful and lasting roots in the local
art community.
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