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Wesley Tongson: Whispers of Myriad Valleys

Exhibition Period: 16 April - 27 June 2026
Opening Reception: 16 April 2026, 4pm to 7pm
Address: 390 Ruiguang Road, Neihu, Taipei, Taiwan

#

Wesley Tongson (1957-2012) transformed ink painting into a fearless act of experimentation and
expression. From his early splash-ink works—pigments cascading in ecstatic rhythms—to his radical
abandonment of the brush, painting instead with fingers, fingernails, and hands, Tongson made the
body itself the brush. Each gesture was a performative outpouring of emotion, each mark a whisper
that swelled into powerful resonance.

His artistic journey unfolds as a restless search for transcendence. Radiant splash-ink landscapes
dissolve boundaries between tradition and innovation, while monumental finger paintings collapse
the distance between artist and medium. At the exhibition’s center, the monochrome Spiritual
Mountains are set within a mirrored chamber, immersing viewers in a space of contemplation. In later
years, Tongson reintroduced color into these mountains, conjuring imaginary worlds where dreams
and his inner voice could be revealed.

The path culminates in finger-painted plants, placed in dialogue with the living garden beyond the
gallery walls. These works embody resilience, purity, and renewal, extending his communion with
nature into the present moment.

Whispers of Myriad Valleys unveils Tongson’s art as a voice from the margins—a whisper that became
bold resonance. His valleys of ink remind us that painting can be liberation, performance can be
voice, and that those once unheard can speak with extraordinary force.

This marks Wesley Tongson’s first solo exhibition in Taiwan, a landmark in the recognition of his
experimental practice. His calligraphy was previously included in the 2023 Hengshan Calligraphy
Biennial. A forthcoming retrospective at Asia Society Hong Kong opening in July 2026, curated by
Julia White and Rosaline Kyo, will further affirm Tongson’s place within the global history of
contemporary ink art.

#

Born in Hong Kong in 1957, Wesley Tongson trained in both traditional and experimental approaches
to ink painting before developing his own radical methods. Though he spent several years in Canada,
his practice remained deeply rooted in Hong Kong, where he forged a personal language of ink that
merged cultural inheritance with spiritual pursuit.

Institutional exhibitions have steadily expanded recognition of his work. Wesley Tongson: The Journey at
the Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco (2018) marked his first US solo exhibition in over two
decades, presenting finger paintings and personal writings that revealed the depth of his spiritual
search. This was followed by Spiritual Mountains: The Art of Wesley Tongson at the Berkeley Art Museum
and Pacific Film Archive (2022), a landmark survey that situated his experimental ink practice in
dialogue with the masters of past centuries, his place within the contemporary ink tradition was

firmly established.
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